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A Letter  to  Sir  George  Baker,  Bart,  on  the 
fuccefsful  ufe  of  the  Preparations  of  Lead 
in  fame  Htem orrhagi es.  By  Henry  Revell 

Reynolds,  M.  D.  Fellow  of  the  College  of 
Phyficians , and  of  the  Royal  Society , and  of 
the  Society  of  Antiquaries  in  London.  Vide 
Medical  Tranf actions,  Vol.  IIL  8vo,  Lon- 

don. 

« 

QlR  GEORGE  BAKER,  in  his  excellent 
K-J  efiays  on  the  properties  of  lead,  had  of- 
tener  than  once  exprefied  his  regret  that  the 
preparations  of  that  mineral,  although  poflefled 
of  lingular  powers  in  reftraining  haemorrha- 
ges, cannot  be  ufed  internally  with  fafety. 
Dr  Reynolds,  therefore,  flatters  himfelf  that 
Sir  George  Baker,  for  whom  he  exprefles  the 
higheft  efteem  and  friendfliip,  will  learn  with 
fatisfadtion,  that  he  has  frequently  employed 
both  the  tin&ura  faturnina  and  faccharum  fa- 
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turni  with  fuccefs  and  fafety,  and  without  the 
lealt  colic  enfuing. 

It  would  feem  that  he  firft  began  this  prac- 
tice about  ten  years  ago  with  a woman  who 
was  a patient  in  the  Middlefex  hofpital.  She 
was  between  forty  and  fifty  years  of  age,  and 
laboured  under  a violent  haemorrhage  from 
the  uterus,  without  any  particular  pam  in  the 
region  of  that  vifeus,  and  without  any  figns 
of  feirrhus  in  it  or  its  appendages.  She  was 
very  much  reduced  in  flelh  and  ftrength  ; and 
he  obferved  her  daily  to  fink  under  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  difeharge,  although  various 
means  were  employed  to  check  it.  He  or- 
dered her  to  take  twenty  drops  of  tindlura 
faturnina  every  four  hours  in  a convenient 
vehicle.  The  third  dofe  of  this  mixture  lef- 
fened  her  flux,  but  produced  a moll  violent 
colic.  The  apothecary  very  prudently  order- 
ed her  to  defift  from  the  tin&ure,  and  gave 
her  an  opiate.  The  colic,  however,  did  not 
yield  foon  or  eafily.  But  the  pain  was  at 
length  removed  by  repeated  dofes  of  opium 
on  the  third  day,  and  Ihe  was  purged  with 
cathartic  fait. 

On  the  fourth  or  fifth  day  the  haemorrhage 
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returned  with  as  much  violence  as  before; 
Dr  Reynolds  determined  again  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  the  fame  medicine;  and  to  try  at 
the  fame  time  to  prevent  its  mifchievotls  ef- 
fects upon  the  bowels.  Concluding  that  the 
lead  had  excited  a peculiar  fpafm  in  the 
bowels,  and  that  this  fpafm  yielded  more  rea- 
dily to  opium  than  any  other  means,  he 
thought  it  probable  that  it  might  be  prevent- 
ed by  exhibiting  opium  along  with  the  pre- 
parations of  lead.  He  therefore  ordered  four- 
teen drachms  of  the  faturnine  tincture,  and 
two  of  the  thebaic  tindture,  to  be  mixed  to- 
gether ; and  of  this  mixture  he  directed 
twenty  dtops  to  be  taken  every  four  hours  in 
a little  barley-water; 

The  event  fatisfied  Dr  Reynolds’s  utmoft  ex- 
pectations ; for  in  twenty-four  hours  the  flux 
was  very  much  dimini  (lied,  and  in  forty-eight 
it  entirely  ceafed.  Not  the  leaft  colic  was 
now  produced,  though  the  medicine  was  af- 
terwards taken  morning  and  evening  for  fe- 
veral  days  fucceflively.  The  belly  was  ei- 
ther fpontaneoufly  open;  or  was  rendered  fa 
by  the  molt  gentle  means.  The  poor  woman 
went  out  of  the  hofpital  in  good  health  : flie 
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foon  recovered  her  flefh  and  ftrength ; and  Dr 
Reynolds  faw  her  two  years  after,  when  ftie 
continued  well. 

Encouraged  by  the  fuccefs  In  this  cafe,  Dr 
Reynolds  adds,  that  he  has  lince  exhibited 
the  fame  tnixture  in  the  fame  dofe  to  feven 
other  patients  labouring  under  haemorrhage. 
In  all  thele  cafes  it  has  been  ufed  with  fuc- 
cefs, and  without  once  exciting  colic.  Till 
lately  he  has  never  ufed  the  faccharum  fatur- 
ni  : But  he  obferves,  that  within  the  laft 
four  months  he  had  employed  it  in  three 
cafes.  The  firft  cafe  in  which  he  adminifter- 
ed  it  was  that  of  a young  gentleman  labour- 
ing under  an  hemoptyfis.  He  gave  it  in  the 
following  form : 

& Sacch.  faturn.  gr.  i. 

Conf.  rof.  rub.  gr.  iv. 

Tin6t.  theb.  gut.  iii.  f.  pil.  fextis  horis  fu- 
menda. 

In  two  days  the  fal.  plilmbi  was  increafect 
to  a grain  and  a half,  and  the  tin&.  thebaica 
to  five  drops,  in  each  pill  j which  he  conti- 
nued for  feven  or  eight  days. 

Before  he  took  this  medicine,  although  lie 
had  been  bled  feveral  times,  had  taken  nitre 
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and  other  neutral  faline  medicines  freely,  and 
had  been  reftrained  from  all  food  excepting 
rennet-whey,  barley-water,  and  fruit,  his 
pulfe  had  been  full  and  hard,  and  had  beat 
1 08  ftrokes  in  a minute.  After  he  had  taken 
it  four  days,  his  pulfe  became  foft  and  lefs 
full,  and  beat  no  more  than  leventy  ftrokes 
in  a minute.  The  fpitting  of  blood  ceafed 
on  the  fourth  day  from  his  taking  this  pill, 
and  did  not  return.  During  the  time  of  his 
taking  it,  he  had  regularly  two  motions  every 
day  ; and  he  never  once  complained  of  the 
leaft  pain  in  his  bowels. 

The  fecond  cafe  was  that  of  a lady  in  her 
fifty-fecond  year,  labouring  under  an  uterine 
haemorrhage.  She  took  the  fal.  plumbi  at 
firft  to  the  extent  of  half  a grain,  with  two 
drops  of  thebaic  tin&ure,  and  afterwards  to 
the  extent  of  a grain,  with  four  drops,  made 
into  a pill,  with  a little  conferve  of  rofes.  It 
had  the  happieft  effe<ft  on  the  haemorrhage 
without  any  injury  to  the  bowels  \ and  fhe 
was  foon  reftored  to  perfect  health. 

The  third  cafe  was  that  of  a man  in  his 
thirty-fixth  year,  labouring  under  an  haemor- 
rhage from  the  note,  and  who  had  lately  been 
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affected  with  a very  fevere  venereal  com- 
plaint, for  which  he  had  been  falivated.  He 
took  the  fal.  plumbi  to  the  extent  of  a grain 
and  a half*  united  with  four  drops  of  the  the- 
baic tin&ure,  every  fix  hours  for  a week, 
with  the  effect  of  preventing  any  return  of 
the  bleeding,  and  without  any  fenfation  of 
colic. 

Dr  Reynolds  concludes  with  remarking, 
that  it  is  by  no  means  his,  intention  to  re- 
commend the  indifcriminate  ufe  of  thefe  me- 
dicines, being  fully  aware  of  their  deliterious 
qualities : but  that  his  only  wilh  is  to  men- 
tion the  manner  in  which  he  has  ufed  them 
with  effect  and  with  fafety.  And  if  the  com- 
bination here  ufed  be  in  other  cafes  attended 
with  limilar  fuccefs,  it  will  be  of  no  fmall  im- 
portance in  the  pra&ice  of  medicine. 
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